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The Philippine Islands. 14^3-1803. Explorations by early navigators, 
Descriptions of the Islands and their Peoples, their History and Records 
of the Catholic Missions, as related in contemporaneous Books and 
Manuscripts, showing the Political, Economic, Commercial and Reli- 
gious Conditions of those Islands from their earliest relations with 
European Nations to the beginning of the Nineteenth Century. Trans- 
lated from the Originals. Edited and Annotated by Emma Helen 
Blair and James Alexander Robinson, with Historical Introduction 
by Edward Gaylord Bourne. With maps, portraits and other illus- 
trations. Cleveland, Ohio. The Arthur H. Clark Company. 1903. 
(55 volumes, 8°. ^4. 00 per volume.) 

To cover the scope contemplated by this noteworthy series is almost 
impossible within reasonable bounds, for it aims to present in a comprehen- 
sive way not only the sources of the secular and ecclesiastical history of 
the Philippine islands during more than three centuries after the first 
visit by Europeans, but the sources also for a study of their exploration, 
geography, ethnology, colonial administration, and in fact of every sub- 
ject of which the early records treat. The work is thus second in impor- 
tance only to the original documents and the early and sometimes unique 
prints on which it is founded ; indeed to the student it is even of greater 
value, since it places before him translations of these historical data 
which otherwise would be totally inaccessible and without which no work 
on the Philippines could be definitive. 

To the ethnologist the only means of procuring information regard- 
ing the mode of life and thought of primitive peoples during the earlier 
historical period is through the narratives of explorers, travelers, and mis- 
sionary workers ; and when the field is one that has been explored and 
colonized by the Spaniards, we are assured of a record rich in historical 
and ethnologic material. Such is the case with Peru and other South 
American countries, with Central America, Mexico, and those parts of 
our own domain first colonized by Spaniards where later vandalism has 
not swept away all or a large part of their archives. And such is the 
case also with the Philippines, or we might still be groping in the dark 
for that which is not. This splendid undertaking, then, is due first to a 
nation which possessed unbounded respect for the needs of posterity, next 
to a publisher who had foresight enough to know that the new possessors 
must awake to the need of learning what had gone before, and finally, an 
editorial corps thoroughly equipped with the knowledge of what was re- 
quired and of sufiicient experience to make the work a scholarly one. 
The historian, the geographer, the economist, may justly regard this 

AM. ANTH., N. S., 5 — 23. 



354 AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST [n. s., s, 1903 

remarkable compilation as of greatest importance from his respective 
point of view, yet it can be of no greater utility to them than it will 
prove to be to the ethnologist whose attention has been awakened to the 
rich field of study which the Philippines offer and for which an insular 
bvireau has been established. Knowledge of the early natives has been 
practically wanting. Their languages have been classified, a wealth of 
books in the native dialects has grown up, and much of an authoritative 
character has been written on their present-day customs — after genera- 
tions of contact and intermarriage with Europeans and Asiatics, with the 
modifications that these are always bound to bring about. Barring a rel- 
atively few accessible works bearing on their barbarous condition, stu- 
dents have had practically no' means of knowing the Filipinos as they 
existed at the time of Magellan and for years later ; and herein lies the 
value to him of the present great collection. Not only have the ar- 
chives of Madrid, Simancas, and Seville in Spain been searched for manu- 
scripts pertaining to the Philippines, but research has been conducted also 
in Portugal, France, England, Italy, and Mexico, with rare industry and 
at great expense, to bring to light everything of importance that tends 
to enhance knowledge of conditions in the islands during the long period 
covered by the work. As a rule only translations of the documents 
will be given, but some of the earlier chronicles and rare prints will be 
presented bilingually. 

In the three volumes that have thus far been published appear the 
documents regarding the famous Line of Demarcation, — the Papal Bulls 
of 1493, 1501, and 1514, with the correspondence, treaties, compacts, 
and instructions arising from them, — papers relating to the life and voy- 
age of Fernao de Magalhaes, or Magellan as he is commonly called (three 
of which appear in bilingual form) ; a resume of contemporaneous docu- 
ments bearing on the expeditions of Loaisa (1525-26), Saavedra (1527- 
28), Villalobos (1541-43), and Legazpi (1564-68), — among the latter 
being a republication, with translation, of the Copia de una Carta venida 
de Sevilla A Miguel Salvador de Valencia, published at Barcelona in 
1566, of which only a single copy is known to exist. The third volume 
contains some thirty documents covering the years 1569-1576, giving 
valuable information on the exploration, administration, and condition of 
the archipelago and its inhabitants during that period. 

The Historical Introduction (vol i, pp. 19-87) bears the name of 
Prof Edward Gaylord Bourne of Yale University, which is sufficient 
guaranty of its scholarly character. For an introduction so brief it is a 
remarkably comprehensive review of Philippine history, and is so fairly 
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and charmingly presented as to be worthy of careful perusal by everyone 
interested in these far-away possessions. The Bibliographic Data accom- 
panying each volume are carefully prepared and are useful to the investi- 
gator. The illustrations thus far consist principally of portraits, maps 
(including a large modem map of the islands and some facsimiles), 
autographs, and other interesting historical subjects. 

The editorial work is in able hands. Miss Blair, it will be recalled, 
was chief assistant to Mr Reuben Gold Thwaites in the compilation and 
annotation of The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents, and her experi- 
ence in this work makes her eminently fitted for her- part in the present 
task. Mr Robinson has been personally engaged in directing the 
researches of collaborators abroad and in visiting many of the archives. 
The published volumes and the list of documents promised for the sub- 
sequent ones amply attest the success which has met his efforts. 

F. W. Hodge. 

Tagalen und Madagassen. Von Prof Dr Renward Brandstetter. 

Zweite Reihe, II. Luzem : Doleschal, 1902. 8°, 86 pp. 

This pamphlet is one of a series devoted to investigations of the 
Malayo-Polynesian linguistic family. The complete study is divided into 
two series, as follows : 

Series I. — i, Naturism in the old literary works of the Malays. 11, The 
relation of Malagasy to Malay, iii, History of Hang Tuwah, an old 
Malay customary romance (in German) . iv, History of King Indjilai, a 
Bugi tale (in German), v. The foundation of Wadjo, a historic saga 
from southwestern Celebes (in German) . vi. Borrowed words in Bugi. 

Series J J. — I, History of Djajalankara, a Macassar romance (in Ger- 
man). II, Tagal and Madagassen, a study in comparative philology for 
ethnographers and linguists, iii, Attempt to fix the place of the southern 
Philippine idioms within the Malayo-Polynesian family. 

It is a well-known but likewise puzzling fact that the Malay-Negro 
people of Madagascar all speak pure Malayo-Polynesian without any mix- 
ture of Hindu or other foreign language save a little Arabic. It follows 
that the movement of this brown people three thousand miles away from 
their kindred took place from two thousand to four thousand years ago. 
Doctor Brandstetter sets out in the present pamphlet to compare the 
Malagasy after this long parting with the Tagalog of southern Luzon. 

The results of these minute and extended studies cannot all be given 
here. The two languages differ as the separate members of one of our 
American families, and if they both sprung from one mother speech the 
Tagal is older. O. T. Mason. 



